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INTRODUCTION. 


This  Remarkable  Prophecy  has 
been  carefully  Reviled,  Cor- 
re£ted,  and  Improved  ;  alfo  fome 
Account  given  of  our  Author  Ro¬ 
bert  Nixon^  who  was  but  a  Kin4 
of  Ideot^  and  ufed  to  be  employed 
in  following  the  Plough,  He  had 
lived  in  fome  Farmers  Families, 
and  was  their  Drudge  and  their 
Jeft.  At  laft  Thomas  Chohnondley^ 
of  Vale-Royal,  Efq;  took  him  into 
his  Houfe,  and  he  lived  there  when 
he  compoled  this  Prophecy,  which  he 
delivped  with  as  much  Gravity  and 
Solemnity  as  if  he  had  been  an  Oracle  j 
and  it  was  oblerved,  that  though,  the 
Fool  was  a  Drivler,  and  could  not 
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"rpeak  Common  Senfe  when  he  was 
aminfpired  j  yet  in  delivering  his  Pro- 
fhecies  he  fpoke  plainly  and  fenlibly; 
how  truly  will  be  fliewn  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Pages.  ■ 

As  to  the  Credit  of  this  Prophecy ; 
I  dare  fay  it  is  as  well  attefted  as  any 
of  Nojlradafnus  %  or  Nlerlins,  and  has 
come  to  pafs  as  well  as  the  beft  of 
Squire  Bickerjlaff\:  The  latter,  the 
greatefl;  Prophet  of  the  laft  Century. 
Now,  1  would  not  have  any  Body 
laugh  at  it  merely  becaufe  it  is  a 
Prophecy.  Some  ungodly  People  think 
there  has  been  no  Witch  fince  the 
Witch  of  Endor^  nor  no  Prophet  fince 
Malachi-,  but  it  is  plain  enough,  that 
Great  Men  have  in  all  Ages  had 
Recourfe  to  Prophecy  as  well  as  the 
Vulgar.  Fortune-telling  is  in  the  Low 
Kind  of  Prophecy ;  and  yet  thole 
Minor  Prophets,  the  Fortune-tellers, 
have  many  Advocates  to  argue,  and, 
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if  you  pleafe,  to  prove  the  Truth  and 
Importance  of  their  Predidlions-  •  Not 
to  give  Iriftances  out  of  Ancient  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Wonders  performed  by 
Englijh,  Scots,  and  Irifh  Prophets ; 
the  moft  Modern  Story  furnifhes  us 
with  Examples  of  the  greateft  Mo- 
narchsthat  have  received  Comfort  from 
the  Art  of  Soothjaying.  I  would  not 
have  all  grave  Perfons  delpile  the  '  nfpir- 
ations  of  Nixon,  The  late  T’rOTcii  King 
gave  Audience  to  .an  in^ired  Farrier, 
and  rewarded  him  with  an  Hundred 
Piftolesfor  his  prophetical  Intelligence; 
though,  by  what  I  can  learn,  he  did 
not  come  near  our  Nixon  for  Gifts. 

The  Chefhire  Prophecy  lias  fo  many 
Oddnefles  in  it,  that  I  am  fure  the 
Reader  will  be  glad  to  fee  a  Thing 
'which  is  as  well  known  in  that  County- 
Palatine,  as  Mother  Shipton&  in  Tork~ 
Jhire,  The  Simplicity,  the  Cir«um- 
flances)  and  Hiftory  of  it  are  lb 
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Remarkable,  ■  that  I  could  not  help 
communicating  it  to  the  Public,  who, 
I  hope,  will  be  as  much  delighted  with 
it  as  I  was  myfelf.  By  the  Way,  this 
is  not  a  Prophecy  of  to-day ;  ’tis  as  old 
as  the  Powder-plot '  and  the  Story  will 
make  it  appear,  that  there  is  as  little  Im- 
pofture  in  it  as  the  Jacobites  pretend 
there  is  in  the  P  erf  on  it  feems  to  have 
an  Eye  tO;  but  whether  they  are  both 
Impoftors  alike  or  not  I  leave  it  to  the 
Reader  to  determine. 
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THE 


PROPHECY. 


the  Reign  of  King  James 
there  lived  a  Fool, 
I  whofc  Name  was  Nixon. 
One  Day  he  came  in  from 
Plough  out  of  the  Field,  and 
laying  down  the  Things  he  had  in  his 
Hands,  he  remained  a  little  while  in  the 
Dumps,  and  then  with  a  hoarfe  Voice  faid. 
Now  I  will  PROP HECT<>  Then  he  fpoke 
as  follows ; 


When  a  [ball  build  In  a  Stone^Eion' s 

Mouth  on  the  T*op  of  a  Church  in  Chefhire, 
then  ^  King  ^  England  frail  he  driven  out  of 
his  Kingdom,  and  never  return  more. 

When  an  Eagle  fhall  ft  on  the  Top  of  the 
Houfe,  then  an  Heir  fall  be  born  to  the  Chol- 
mondley'j-  Family  v  and  this  Heir  fall  live  to 
fee  England  invaded  by  Foreig?iers,  who  fall 

proceed 
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proceed  Jo.  far  as  a  Town  in  Chefhire ;  but  a 
Miller^  named  Peter,  Jhall  he  born  with  two 
Heels  on  one  Footy  and  at  that  Time  living  in  a 
Mill  of  Mr,  Cholmondley'j,  he  Jhall  be  In-- 
frumental  in  delivering  the  Nation.  The  Per- 
ibn  who  then  governs  the  Nation  will  be  in 
Trouble y  and  fculk  about:  The  Invading  King 
■foal I  be  killed,  laid  a-crofs  a  Horfes  Back  like 
a  Calf,  and  led  in  Triumph,  The  Miller  hav¬ 
ing  been  Infrumenial  in  it,  foall  bring  forth  the 
Perfofi  that  then  governs  the  Kingdom,  and  be 
knighted  for  what  he  has  done  j  and  after  that 
England  Jhall  fee  happy  Days,  H  young  new 
Set  of  Men  of  virtuous  Manners  foall  come, 
who  Jhall  profper  and  make  a  Flourijhing 
Church  for  Two  Hundred  Tears, 

Hs  a  Token  of  the  Truth  of  all  this,  a  Wall 
of  Mr,  Cholmondleyb  Jhall  fall:  If  it  fall 
downwards,  the  Church  Jhall  be  oppreffed,  and 
rife  no  more  ;  but  if  upwards,  next  the  rifing 
Hill  on  the  Side  of  ii,  then  it  foall  flaurifo  again , 
Under  this  Wall  Jhall  be  found  the  Bones  of  a 
Britifh  King, 

H  Pond  fh all  run  with  Blood  three  Days,  and 
the  Crofs-Stone  Pillar  in  the  Foreft  fink  fo  low 
into  the  Ground,  that,  a  Crow  from  the  Top 
(f  it  Jhall  drink  of  othe  bejl  Blood  in 
England. 

A  Boy  Jhall  be  born  with  three  Thumbs, 
and  Jhall  hold  three  Kings  Horfes,  while 

England 
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England  Jhall  three  T'imes  be  Won  and  Loji 
'in  one  Day. 

The  Original  may  be  feen  in  feveral  Fa¬ 
milies  in -that  County,  and  is  particularly  in 
the  Hands  of  Mr.  Dgerton^  of  Olton,  with 
many  other  Remarkables ;  as,  that  Pecforton 
Wind- Mill  ihould  be  removed  to  Luddito7i 
Hill  i  that  there  fhould  be  fo  great  a  Slaugh¬ 
ter  of  Men,  -that  Horfes  faddled  fliould  run 
about  till  their  Girths  rotted  away.  But  this 
is  fufficient  to  prove  Nixon  as  great  a  Prophet 
as  Partridge^  and  we  fhall  give  other  Proofs 
of  it  before  we  have  done  with  him, 

I  know  your  Prophets  are  generally  for 
Raw-Head  and  Bloody- Bones,  and  therefore 
do  not  mind  it  much  ;  orl  might  add,  that 
Olion-Mill  fhall  be  driven  with  Blood  inftead 
of  Water.  But  thefe  Sooth  fay en  are  great 
Butchers,  and  every  Hall  is  with  them  a 
Slau^hter-Houfe, 

Now  as  for  Authorities  to  prove  this  Pro¬ 
phecy  to  be  genuine,  and  how  it  has  been 
hitherto  accompliflied,  I  might  refer  myfelf 
to  the  whole  County  of  Chejhire^  v/here  it  i^ 
In  every  one’s  Mouth,  and  has  been  fo  thefe 
forty  Years.  As  much  as  I  have  of  the  Ma- 
nufcript  was  fent  me  by  a  Perfon  of  Senfe 
and  Veracity,  as  little  given  to  Vifions  as  any 
Body.  For  my  own  Part,  I  build  nothing  on 
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this  or  any  other  Prophecy,  only  there  Is 
fomething  fo  very  odd  in  the  Story,  and  fo 
pat  in  the  wording  of  it,  that  I  cannot  help 
giving  it  as  I  found  it. 

The  Family  of  the  Cholmondleysi^  very  an¬ 
cient  in  thisCounty,  and  takes  its  Name  from 
a  Place  fo  called  near  Naniwtch^y  there  are 
alfo  Cbolntton  and  Cholmondejion ;  but  the  Seat 
of  that  Branch  of  the  Family,  which  kept  our 
Prophet  N/xon,  is  at  Vale-KoyaU  on  the  River 
Wever  In  de  la  Mere  Foreft.  It  was  former¬ 
ly  an  Abbey  founded  by  'Edward ,and 
came  to  the  Cholmondkys  from  the  famous 
Family  of  the  Holer  of ts.  When  Nixon  pro- 
phefied,  this  Family  was  near  being  extindl, 
the  Heir  having  married  Sir  Walter  St,  folm's 
Daughter,  a  Lady  not  efteemed  very  young, 
who  notwithftanding  being  with  Child,  fell 
in  Labour,  and  continued  fo  for  forrie  Days. 
(During  which  Time  an  Eagle  fet  upon  the 
Houfe  Top,  and  flew  away  when  fhe  was 
delivered,  which  proved  to  be  of  a  Son.) 

A  Raven  is  alfo  known  to  have  built  in  a 
Stone  Lion’s  jVIouthV^ifi  the  Steeple  of  the 
Church  of  Over  in  the  Forefl;  of  de  la  Mere, 
Not  long  before  the  Abdication  of  King 
fames^  the  Wall  fpoken  of  fell  down  and  fell 
upwards  j  and  in  removing  the  Rubbifh, 
were  found  the  Bones  of  a  Man  of  more  than 
ordinary  SizeV  A  Pond  at  the  fame  Time 

ran 
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ran  with  Water  that  had  a  reddifh  Tincture, 
and  was  never  known  to  have  done  fo  before 
or  firice. 

i  4»  *  •  *  ' 

Heqdlefs  Crofs  in  the  Forejly  which  in  the 
Memory  of .  Man  was  feveral  Foot  high,  is 
now  funk  within  half  a  Foot  of  the 
Ground.  ; 

In  the  Parifb  of  Budworthy  a  Boy  was  born 
about  eighteen  Years  ago  with  three  Thumbs ; 
the  Youth  is  ftill  living  there,  and  the  Miller 
Peter  lives  in  Nagglnjhire  Mills  in  Expedla- 
tionof  fulfillinghis  Prophecy  on  the  Perfon  of 
Perkin:  He  hath  alfo  tv/o  Heels  on  one  Foot, 
but  I  find  he  does  not  intend  to  make  ufe  of 
them,  for  he.  is  a  bold  Britony  and  a  loyal 
Subject  to  yimg,  GEORGE y  zealous  for  the 
Protejftant  Succeffion  in  the  illuftrious  Houfe 
of  Hanover^  has  a  Vote  for  the  Knights  of  the 
Shire^  and/never  fails , to  give  it  on- the  right 
Side.;  in  ^  word,  Peter  will  prate  or. box 
for  the  good-  Caufe  that  Nixon  has  lifted  him 
in,  and  if  he  does  not  do  the  Bufmefs,  this 
muft  be  faid  of  him,  that  no  Man  will  bid 
fairer  for  it ;  which  the  Lady  Egerton  was  fo 
apprehenfive  of,  that  wifhing  well  to  another 
Refloration>  fhe  often  inftigated  her  Hulband 
to  turn  him  out  of  the  Mill :  but  he  looked 
upon;  it  as  a  .Whimfy,  and  ftill  con¬ 

tinues  there,,  in  hopes  of  being  as  good  a 
Knight  as  Sir  Philip  his  Landlord  was.  • 

Of 
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Of  this  Peter  I  have  been  told  that  the 
Lady  Narcliff,  of  Chelfea,  and  the  Lady  iS/. 
yohn,  of  Batter fea,  have  often  been  heard^td 
talk,  and'  that  they  both  aflerted  the  Truths 
of  our  Prophecy  and  its  Accomplifhment,  * 
with  Particulars  that  are  more  extraordinary 
than  any  I  have  yet  mentioned.  The  Noife 
of  A^AV(9;?*s  Pfedi<^ioris  reaching  the  Ears  of 
King  J  Ames  the  Firfi  he  would'  needs,  fee 
this  Fool,  who  cried  and  made  ado  that  he' 
might  not  go  to  Court;  and  the  Reafon  that 
he  gave  was,  That  lie  fjould  Be  Jlaryed,  (A 
very  whimfical  Fancy  of  his :  Courts  are  not 
Places  where  People  ufe^  to  darve'  in;  wheri' 
they  once  come  there,  whatever  they  did  be¬ 
fore.  )  The  King'  being  informed  of  Nhton  s 
refufing  to  come,  faid  he  would  take  parti¬ 
cular  Care  that  he  Ihould  ^not  be  ftarved,  and 
ordered  him  to  be  brought  up.  Nixon  criedj 
out,  he  was  fent  for  agahr,  and  fopn  after  the 
Meffenger  arrived,  who  brought  him-  up 
from  Chejblre.  How,  of  whethfer  he;  pro- 
phefied  to  his  Majefty,  no  Body 'can  tell; 
but  he  is  not  the  firft.  Fool  that  has  made  a' 
good  Court  Prophet.  ^  That  Nixon  might  be 
well  provided  for,  ’twa*S' Ordered^ he  fhould 
be  kept  in  the  Kitchen,  ^  where  he  grew  fo 
tfoublefome  in  licking'and  picking  the  Meat, 
that  the  Cooks  locked  him  up  in  a  Hole,  and 
the  King  going  on  a  fudden  from  Hampton^ 
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Court  to  London,  they  forgot  the  Fool  In  the 
Hurry,  and  he  was  really  ftarved  to  death. 

There  are  a  great  many  Paffages  of  this 
Fool-Prophefs  Life  and  Sayings  tranfmitted 
by  Tradition  from  Father  to  Son  in  this 
County  Palatine  as  that  when  he  lived  with 
a  Farmer,  before  he  was  taken  into  Mr. 
Cholmondky s  Family,  he  goared  an  Ox  fo 
cruelly,  that  one  of  the  Ploughmen  threaten¬ 
ed  to  beat  him  for  abufing  his  Mailer's  Beail. 
Nixon  faid,  My  Mafters  Beajl  will  not  be  Ms 
three  Days.  A  Life  in  an  Eftate  dropping 
in  that  Time,  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  took  the 
fame  Ox  for  an  Hcrriot.  This  Account,  as 
whimfical  and  romantic  as  it  is,  was  told  to 
the  Lady  Cowper  In  the  Year  1670,  by  Dr. 
Patrich,  late  Bifhop  of  Ely,  then  Chaplain 
to  Sir  IValter  St.  John  j  and  that  Lady  had 
the  following  farther  Particulars,  relating  to 
this  Prophecy,  and  the  fulfilling  of  many 
Parts  of  it,  from  Mrs.  Chute,  Sifter  of  Mrs. 
Cholmondky ,  of  Fale-Royal,  who  affirmed. 

That  a  Multitude  of  People  gathering  to« 
gether  to  fee  the  Eagle  before  mentioned,  the 
Bird  was  frightened  from  her  Young;  that  ftie 
herfelf  was  one  of  them,  and  the  Cry  among 
the  People  was,  Nixon’j  Prophecy  is  fulfilled, 
and  we  Jloall  have  a  foreign  King.  S  he  declared , 
that  fhe  read  over  the  Prophecy  many 
Times,  when  her  Sifter  was  with  Child  of  the 
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Heir  who  now  enjoys  the  Eflate.  She  parti¬ 
cularly  remembered  that  King  James  the  Ild 
was  plainly  pointed  at,  and  that  it  was  fore¬ 
told  he  Ihould  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  Laws 
and  Religion  of  this  Kingdom,  for  which 
Rcafon  they  would  rife  and  turn  him  out; 
that  the  Eagle  of  which  Nixon  prophefied 
perched  in  one  of  the  Windows  all  the  Time 
her  Sifter  was  in  Labour.  She  faid  it  was  the 
biggeft  Bird  flie  ever  faw ;  that  it  was  in  a 
deep  Snow,  and  that  it  perched  on  the  Edge 
of  a  great  bow  Window,  which  had  a  large 
Border  on  the  Outfide,  and  that  fhe  and 
many  others,  opened  the  Window  to  try  to 
fcare  it  away,  but  it  would  not  ftir  till  Mrs. 
Choimondley  was  delivered ;  after  which  it 
took  a  Flight  to  a  great  Tree  over-againft  the 
Room  her  Sifter  lay  in,  where  having  ftaid 
about  three  Days,  it  flew  away  in  the  Night. 
She  aflirmed  farther  to  the  Lady  CowpeVy 
that  the  falling  of  a  Garden  Wall  was  a 
Thing  not  to  be  queftioned,  it  being  in  fo 
many  People’s  Memory  :  That  it  was  fore¬ 
told,  that  the  Heir  of  Vale-Royal  fliould  live 
to  fee  England  invaded  by  Foreigners,  and 
that  he  ihould  fight  bravely  for  his  King  and 
his  Country :  That  the  Miller  mentioned  is 
alive,  and  expedls  to  be  knighted,  and  is  in 
the  very  Mill  that  is  foretold :  That  he  ihould 
kill  two  Invaders  who  would  come  in,  the 

one 
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one  from  the  Wejl,  the  other  from  the  North: 
That  he  from  the  North  fliould  bring  with 
him  of  all  Nations,  Swedes^  Danes,  Ger¬ 
mans,  and  Dutch  s  and  that  in  the  Folds 
of  his  Garments  he  fhould  bring  Fire  and 
Famine,  Plague  and  Murder  :  That  many 
great  Battles  fliould  be  fought  in  England^ 
one  upon  London--B ridge,  which  would  be  To 
bloody,  that  People '  fliould  ndiQ  ix\  Imdan 
Streets  up  to  their  Horfes  Bellies  in  Blood : 
That  feveral  other  Battles  fliould  be  fought 
up  and  down  moft  Parts  in  Chejhire ;  and 
that  the  laft  that  ever  would  be  fought  in 
England  fliould  be  on  De  la  Mere  Fareft : 
That  the  Heir  of  Olton,  whofe  Name  is 

E - n,  and  has  married  Earl  Cholmondky  % 

Sifter,  fliould  be  hanged  up  at  his  own  Gate. 

Lqftly,  he  foretels  great 'Glory  and  Prof- 
perity  to  thofe  who  ftand  up  in  Defence  of 
their  Laws  and  Liberties,  and  Ruin  and  Mi- 
fery  to  thofe  that  fliould  betray  them.  He 
fays,  the  Year  before  this  would  happen,* 
^  Bread  Corn  would  be  very  dear,  and  that  the 
Year  following  more  Troubles  fliould  begin, 
which  would  laft  three  Years;  that  the  jirjl 
would  be  Moderate,  the  Jecond  bloody,  and 
the  third  Intolerable;  that  unlefs  they  were 
fliortened,  no  Mortal  could  bear  them;  and 
that  there  were  no  Mifehiefs,  but  what  poor 
England  would  feel  at  that  Time.  But  that 

B  2  Georgc, 
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George,  the  Son  of  George,  fhould  put  an 
End  to  all.  That  afterwards  the  Church 
fliould  flourifli,  and  England  be  the  moft 
glorious  Nation  upon  Earth.  The  fame 
Lady  Cowper  was  not  content  to  take  thefe 
Particulars  from  Mrs.  ChutCy  but  £he  enquir¬ 
ed  of  Sir  T’homas  AJloHy  of  the  Truth  of  this 
Prophecy  •y  and  he  attefted  it  was  in  great 
Reputation  in  Chejlyirey  and  that  the  Fadls 
were  known  by  every  one  to  have  happened 
as  Nixon  faid  they  would  ^  adding,  that  the 
Morning  before  the  Garden  Wall  fell,  his 
Neighbour  Mr.  Cholmondley  going  to  ride  out 
a  hunting,  faid,  as  he  paffed  by  it,  Nixon  /?/- 
dom  fails y  but  now  I  think  he  will ;  for  he 
foretold  that  this  Day  my  Garden  Wall 
would  fally  and  I  think  it  looks  as  if  it  would 
fand  thefe  forty  Tears :  That  he  had  not 
been  gone  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  before  the 
Wall  fplit,  and  fell  upwards  againft  the  ri¬ 
ling  of  the  Hill,  which,^  as  Nixon  would  have 
ity  was  the  Prefage  of  a  Elourifnng  Church. 

As  to  the  Removal  of  Pecferton  M'llly  it 
was  done  by  Sir  fohn  CreWy  the  Mill  having 
loft  its  Trade  there,  for  which  he  ordered  it 
to  be  fet  upon  Eudditon  Hill ;  and  being  alked 
if  he  did  it  to  fulfil  the  Prophecy,  he  declared 
he  never  thought  of  it.  T  myfelf  have  en¬ 
quired  of  a  Perfon  who  knows  Mr.  Cholniond^ 
leys  Pond  as  well  as  Rofajnonds  in  St.  Janies\ 

Park, 
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Park,  and  he  allured  me  the  falling  of  the 
Wall,  and  the  Pond  running  Blood,  as  they 
call  it,  are  Facfls  which  in  CheJJnre  any  one 
would  be  reckoned  Mad  for  making  the  lea/l 
Queftion  of  them.  As  there  are  feveral 
Particulars  in  this  Prophecy,  which  remain 
unfulfilled  ;  fo  w-hen  they  come  to  pafs  fome 
other  Circumftances  may  be  added,  which 
are  not  Convenient  to  be  told  till  they  be 
accomplilhed. 

If  I  had  a  mind  to  look  into  the  Antiqui¬ 
ties  of  this  County,  I  might  find  that  Prodi¬ 
gies  and  Prophecies  are  no  unufual  Things 
there.  Cambden  tells  us,  that  at  Brereton, 
not  many  Miles  from  Fale-Roval,  which 
gave  Name  to  a  famous,  ancient,  numerous, 
and  knightly  Family,  there  is  a  Thing  as 
ftrange  as  the  perching  of  the  Eagle,  or  the 
foiling  of  the  Wall,  which  he  fays  was  atteft- 
ed  to  him  by  many  Perfons,  and  was  com¬ 
monly  believed ;  That  before  any  Heir  of 
this  Family  dies,  there  are  feen  in  a  Lake  ad¬ 
joining,  the  Bodies  of  Trees  fwimming  upon 
the  IVater  for  everal  Days  together.  He 
likewife  adds,  that  near  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Maurice,  in  Burgundy,  there  is  a  Fljh-poJid, 
in  which  a  Number  of  Fifoes  are  put,  equal 
to  the  Number  of  Monks  of  that  Place  ;  a?id 
if  any  one  of  them  happeris  to  be  fick,  there  is 
a  Fifo  feen  fioaiing  on  the  Water ;  and  in 

B  3  Caje 


fame  Days  before.  This  the  learned  Camb- 
ibenrtV^tQS  in  his  Defcriptlon  of  Chefljire,  and 
the  Opinion  of  the  Trees  fwimrning  in  the 
Lahe  near  Brereton  prevails  all  about  the 
County  to  this  Day,  only  with  this  Difference, 
that  fome  fay  ’tis  o?ie  Log  that  fwims,  and 
fonie  fay  many, 

Lancafjire,  which  is  not  far  off,  has  been 
famous  for  Witches,  and  I  am  afraid  Chefoire 
is  a  little  infedted  by  its  Neighbourhood. 
Thofe  that  will  not  believe  our  Prophecy ^ 
may  let  it  alone  ^  but  if  Hope  is  a  good 
Help  to  Faith,  I  ihall  not  be  long  among  the 
Incredulous, 


y,  Oldmixon^ 


THE 
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THE- 

LIFE  of  NIXON, 


/ 

T  II  E 


Cheshire  Prophet. 


Naniiuich^  March  2 1714* 

SIR, 

•» 

Have  read  over  'your  Chejhlre 
Pi*opl^ecy  ‘  and  muft  needs  fay, 
^  that  what  you  have  added  is  to 
IS*  be  found  in  the  Original,  writ- 
Doggrd  Verfe :  I  have 
read  it  over  and  over;  and  though  it  is 
longer  than  your  Prophecy,  yet  I  think  the 
Subfiance  of  it  is  there  ;  and  I  fliall  now  give 
you  fome  material  Paffages  which  will  ferve 
to  make  your  Prophecy  compleat.  To  thefe 

I  fHall 
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I  fhall  add  a  diort  Account  of  his  Life,  as  I 
have  been  able  to  inform  myfelf  of  it  by  old 
People.  I  could  meet  with  but  one  Man 
who  remembered  the  Prophet,  and  that  was 
old  Wo  0  dm  mi  y  of  CopnaL 

He  fays,  that  Nixon  was  a  fliort  fquab 
Fellow;  had  a  great  Head,  and  goggle  Eyes  ; 
that  he  ufed  to  drivel  as  he  fpoke,  which  was 
very  rarely,  and  was  extremely  furly.  He 
particularly  had  a  Spite  againft  Children,  and 
would  run  after  them  to  beat  them  when  they 
came  in  his  Way,  efpecially  if  they  made 
Sport  with  him,  as  he  faid  they  ufed  to  do, 
and  himfelf  among  the  reft,  when  he  was  a 
Lad.  He  was  at  firft  Plough-boy  to  Farmer 
^  Crowton,  of  Swanlow,  and  fo  ftubborn  that 
they  could  make  him  do  nothing  without 
beating.  They  could  leldom  get  any  Thing 
out  of  him  but  Tes  and  No  ;  and  if  he  fpoke 
much  more,  it  was  unintelligible  ;  nay,  he 
would  hardly  fay  No  and  unlefs  he  was 
pinched  by  Hunger*  He  had  a  very  good 
Stomach  ;  and  the  Report  was,  that  he  would 
eat  up  a  Shoulder  of  Mutton  at  a  Meal,  if 
they  would  let  him,  and  a  good  Luncheon  of 
Bread  and  Cheefe  after  it.  The  People  had, 
^t  feems,  a  ftrange  Reverence  even  for  his 
Stupidity ;  and  they  took  his  Silence  to  be 
like  that  of  an  Oracle,  as  potentous  as  if  he 
prophejted. 


The 
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The  firft  Time  that  he  was  found  out  to  h& 
a  Prophet,  was  upon  this  Occafion.  Farmer 
Crowton  being  one  Day  at  Plough  in  a  Field, 
near  the  River  IVever,  in  Swanlow  Parifh,  and 
his  Boy  Nixon  following  him,  the  Boy  ftopt 
on  a  fudden,  dropt  his  Bottle  and  Budget 
which  he  carried  to  Field  with  him,  and  flood 
motionlefs  with  his  Eyes  fixed  towards  Hea¬ 
ven.  Neither  Words  nor  Blows  could  get 
him  out  of  this  Trance  for  the  Space  of  an 
Hour.  When  he  recovered,  he  took  up  the 
Things  he  had  dropped,  and  followed  the 
Plough.  His  Mafter,  and  the  Men  that  were 
at  Work  in  the  fame  Field,  flood  by  him  all 
the  while,  taking  him  to  be  in  a  Fit ;  but 
wondered  flill  that  he  flood  upright,  and  did 
not  fall  down.  He  himfelf  feemed  to  be  in- 
fenfible  of  any  Alteration  that  had  happened 
to  him.  But,  for  about  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour 
after,  he  talked  very  rationally  of  feveral 
Things  that  had  been  done  fome  Time  be*- 
fore,  and  dropt  Exprefiions  of  others  that 
were  to  be  done  ;  which  prefently  made  his 
Mafter,  and  thofe  that  were  with  him,  con¬ 
clude  that  Nixons  Dullnefs  had  fomething 
facred  in  it;  and  thathisWords  were  Oracles, 
efpecially  when  fome  little  Things  he  fore¬ 
told  fell  out  according  to  his  Predidlion.  It 
was  with  this  Farmer  that  he  lived  when  he 

Prophefied 
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Prophefied  of  his  Mafter’s  O.v,  as  Is  mention* 
ed  in  his  Prophecy, 

1  mull  corredl  ibme  Errors  that  you  have 
been  led  into  by  the  imperfecSl  Copies  of  his 
Prophecy ;  as  that  about  the  Falling  of  the 
IPall,  which  fome  zealous  People  have  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Church  ;  whereas,  in  Truth,  it 
has  a  literal  Reference  to  the  State  only, 
IFoodman  faid,  the  common  Tradition  has 
been,  I'hat  whe7i  the  U^all  belonging  to  Vale- 
Royal  fell  dowHy  it  nrc as  to  denote  fome 

remarkable  Change  in  the  Government :  That 
if  it  was  a  ferene  Day,  and  the  JVall  fell  in¬ 
ward^  it  fignifed  an  advantageous  and  happy 
Change  ;  but  if  it  were  a  formy  Day,  and  fell 
outward^  and  any  of  the  Stones  fell  into  the 
Brook y  it  fgnified  the  direct  contrary.  To 
this  he  added,  that  the  Cholmondley  Family, 
whofe  Seat  it  was,  kept  fever al  kVorkmen  in 
yearly  Pay  to  fupport  the  JVally  and  every 
Month  to  infpeci  it  all  round:  That  it  was 
huttreffed  both  within  and  without  \  and  the 
Week  before  it  felf  the  Workmen  gave  in  their 
Report,  that  it  was  fo  frong  it  might  reafon- 
ably  laf  an  Hundred  l^'ears,  without  any 
Repairs, 

This,  I  affure  you,  is  not  only  what  the 
old  Man  told  me,  but  what  I  have  heard 
from  feveral  others,  andean  get  well  attelf- 
ed,  if  it  is  thought  proper:  As  ajfo  the  Partly 

culars 
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culcirs  of  the  Falling  of  the  Wall,  which'  are 
thcfe  : 

Upon  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  1688,  about 
1 1  o’clock  in  the  Forenoon,  being  a  calm 
and  clear  Day,  without  the  leafl  Breath  of 
Wind,  that  Wall  fell  flat  inwards  al)  at 
once,  and  not  fo  much  as  one  Angle  Stone 
‘‘  fell  outvvards.” 

This  happening  fo  little  a  while  before  the 
Revolution,  it  was  taken  Notice  of  as  an  Acci¬ 
dent  which  was  very  much  to  our  Advantage: 
And  as  there  was  a  greater  Rifing  for  the 
Princeof  Oratige  xnChefnre,  than  in  any  other 
County  in  Fngland,  why  may  we  not  imagine 
thatN/’.V(9;f  s  Prophecy  contributed  very  much 
to  it  ?  The  Objection  to  this  may  be,  that  the 
Owner  of  the  Houfe,  F'homas  Cholmondley, 
Efq;  was  a  facohite  ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  Thing  about  him  could  bode  well  to  the 
Revolution.  But  his  being  a  Jacobite  gives 
the  greater  Authority  to  the  Prediction,  and 
the  fulfilling  of  it.  For  it  is  not  likely  that 
one,  who  was  an  Enemy  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  Aiould  let  a  Miracle  be  wrought  in 
his  Houfe  in  Favour  of  the  happy  Change  he 
foon  after  accomplifhed.  I  Ihould  not  have 
made  this  Digreflion,  had  not  forne  Ally 
People  almoft  as  ftupid  as  Nixon,  but  by  no 
Means  fo  well  gifted  in  Prophecy,  given  out. 
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lliat  the  Fall'ing  of  the  Wall  denoted  the  rijmg 
of  the  Pretender  ;  and  this  too  juft  as  he  was 
running  away  from  Scotland, 

I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you  upon  this 
Occalion,  that  fome  of  us  in  this  County 
were  ftrangely  fpirited  by  your  Prophecy, 
When  the  Rebels  advanced  to  PreJlo7iy  we 
were  told  that  they  intended  to  march 
through  our  County  mio  Fl'intfire  2iV\dL  Den^ 
bighfdlre  ;  if  they  had,  their  Rout  muft  have 
been  through  T)e  la  Mere  Forcfy  where  Klxon 
lived  and  Prophefed ;  and  the  Miller  Peter y 
with  his  Countrymen,  were  refolved  to  have 
given  them  fuch  a  Reception,  as  would  have 
given  very  great  Credit  to  your  Prophecy, 
which  is  abufcd  when  it  has  any  Interpreta¬ 
tion  applied  to  it  that  has  an  Eye  to  Popery 
and  Slavery:  For  as  great  a  Fool  as  Nixon 
was,  he  was  not  fo  ftupid  as  our  modern 
Zealotry  nor  ever  dropt  a  Word  againft  the 
Protefant  Religion, 

To  return  to  old  Woodman :  He  informed 
me  further,  that  after  it  was  known  what  a 
Prophet  Farmer  Crowton  had  in  his  Family, 
Mr.  Cholmondley  fent  for  the  Fellow,  and 
kept  him  athis  Houfe,  giving  him  in  Charge 
to  his  Steward,  whom  he  ordered  to  try  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  make  any  Thing  of  him,  and 
teach  him  to  read.  But  Nixon’s  Stupidity  in- 
creafed  upon  him,  the  more  the  Steward 

endeavoured 
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ei^deavoured  to  improve  him  ^  and  the  mofl 
he  could  do  with  him,  was  to  make  him  hold 
his  Goad  rl^ht,  and  drive  Oxeai  at  Plon8:b. 
As  he  was  once  in  the  Field  with  the  reft  of 
Mr.  Cholmondley  ^  Servants,  he  let  fall  his 
Goad  on  a  fudden,  as  he  had  dropt  his  Bud¬ 
get  and  Bottle  formerly.  He  ftood  motionlefs 
after  the  fame  Manner,  with  his  Eyes  fixt  to¬ 
wards  Heaven.  The  Servants  talked  to  him, 
and  beat  him  to  get  to  his  Work,  and  all  to 
no  Purpofe.  He  remained  in  a*  Sort  of 
TranceTor  the'  Space  of  an  Hour  ;  and  then 
recovering,  he  took  up  hn  Goad,  and  went 
on  with  Ins  Bufinefs,  as  though  nothing  had 
befallen  him.  One  of  Mr.  Cholmoridlefs 
Men  afked  him,  JVhat  ailed  him?  And  why 
he  Jlood  there  fo  long?  To  whom  Nixon  re- 
p)lied,  ^hat  he  had feen  ihofe  things  which  he 
could  not  tell  them,  and  which  Man  nencer  faw 
before.  He  then  difcourfed  to  the  Servants, 
that  crowded  about  him,  for  near  two  Hours, 
and  fpoke  as  reaionably  as  the  heft  of  them 
could  have  done,  without  any  Manner  of 
Hefttation  :  in  this  Difcourfe 

He  foretold  the  Civil  JVars,  the  Heath  of 
King  Charles  I.  the  Reftoration  of  King 
Charles  11.  the  Abdication^  /C/;^  James  II. 
the  Revolution  and  glorious  IVar  with  France, 
a?id  the  four  if  mg  State  of  this  Kingdom  af-- 
terwards:  Adding,  theje  Tdhings  will  as  cer-^ 

C  talnlv 
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famly  happen^  as  that  I J]?all  he  [cut  for  by  ihe 
King,  ajid  farved  to  death.  When  he  liad 
xinilhcd  his  Speech,  he  returned  to  his  natu¬ 
ral  Diilnels  and  Silence ;  and  unlefs  he  had 
been  in  one  of  his  Trances,  he  was  always 
dull  and  mute  :  but  while  he  was  uttering;  his 
Prophecies,  he  fpoke  clearly,  and  with  an  Air 
of  Affurance,  that  they  would  be  accompl idl¬ 
ed.  The  Servants,  as  foon  as  they  came 
home,  told  their  Mailer  of  this  Prodigy ; 
and  Mr.  Cholmondlev  ordered  them  to  write 
down  as  much  of  it  as  they  could  remember, 
which  they  did,  and  it  is  preferved  in  that 
Family  to  this  Day;  together  with  fome  lefs 
material  Hints,  as  hard  Weather,  and  Scar¬ 
city  of  Proviiions,  ©c.  which  would  certainly 
happen.  That  Familj  has  always  locked  it 
up  as  a  Treafure,  and  whatever  Pains  I  have 
taken  to  procure  a  Copy  of  it,  I  could  never 
fucceed,  and  defpair  now  of  getting  it.  Mr. 
Kgerton,  of  Olton,  wdio  is  nearly  related  to 
the  Cbolnimdky  Family,  has  a  Copy  of  it  alfo, 
but  he  will  not  part  with  it.  Both  of  thofe 
Families  do  lay  great  ftrefs  on  Nixon  s  Predic¬ 
tions  ;  and,  I  muft  tell  you,  they  are  two  of 
the  moft  ancient  and  honourable  Families  iii 
our  County. 

You  have  mentioned  Nixon  s  being  fent  for 
to  Court  by  King  James  the  Firlt.  IVoodman 
fays  it  was  thus;  when  he  came  to  Court, 

that 
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that  King  gave  him  in  Charge  to  one  of  his 
Officersy  commanding  him  to  keej)  him  in 
clofe  Confinement,  and  to  make  ftrid:  Ob- 
fervations  on  his  Behaviour,  that  he  might  be 
aflured  there  was  nothing  of  Impollure  in 
him.  This  Gentleman  kept  Nixon  locked 
up,  and  going  in  a  Hurry  with  the  King  to- 
^heobalds^  he  forgot  to  take  Care  of  him,  and 
leave  him  Provifions  till  his  Return;  by  which 
Means  he  was  ftarved  to  Death.  It  mufl  be 
obferved  that  Nixon  could  not  fpeak,  except 
it  was  immediately  after  he  was  come  out  of 
his  Trance,  and  never  could  be  brought  to 
pronounce  a  fenfible  Word,  more  than  Aye 
or  No  as  hath  been  faid,  unlefs  when  he  was' 
pronouncing  his  Oracles. 

There  happened  fomething  with  refpecfltcy-- 
Nixon,  and  his  going  to  Court,  like  what  I 
met  with  in  the  Pamphlet  you  fent  me,  called 
the  Drummer  of  Tedworth.  For  as  that 
D/  'ummer  left  beating,  when  King  Charles*^ 
Courtiers  came  to  be  upon  the  Watch  with 
him,  and  would  not  fatisfy  tlielr  Curioiity;  fo 
our  Clown  of  a  Prophet,  after  he  came  to 
Court,  was  entirely  dumb,  and  pronounced 
no  more  Prophecies,  it  is  fiid  he  was  not 
long  there  before  he  was  ffarved. 

Nixon  was  very  grateful  to  his  Tvlailer 
Cbolmondley ;  he  propheficd  that  the  Heir  to 
he  horn  tO'  the  Family^  tkreefcore  and  fen  Tears 
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affery  fmild  he  endowed  with  very  elnineni 
^lalljications,  and  arrive  at  greater  Honours 
than  any  of  his  Ancefors  had  done:  That  he 
fhould  diftinguifh  himfelf  by  his  Loyalty 
and  Services  to  the  King  then  reigning; 
and  that,  after  the  happy  Settlement  which 
would  fucceed  the  Struggle,  the  Peace 
would  he  lafingy  with  a  continued  Series  of 
Honours  and  Glory  to  the  Nation,  Tdhis 
Childy  faid  Nixon,  fball  he  known  by  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  an  Eagle  at  the  Time  of  his  Birth, 
with  the  Circumllances  mentioned  in  your 
Prophecy,  A  long  Time  before  the  Eagle 
appeared,  the  Country  People  ufed  to  look 
out  for  it ;  and  as  often  as  the  Lady  of  Vale- 
Royal  lay-in,  ^they  would  cry,  where  is  the 
Eagle?  IVhen  will  Nixonh  Heir  he  horn? 
The  Appearance  of  th^  Eagle  was  about 
live  and  twenty  Years  ago  :  The  Lady  who 
lay- in  w^as  Aunt  to  Henry  St,  Johriy  late 
Lord  Bolinghroke  ;  when  (lie  was  in  Labour, 
file  heard  great  Shoutings  and  Acclamations 
of  Joy;  and  enquiring  the  Reafon,  was 
told,  The  Eagle  fo  lojig  talked  of  is  come. 
Upon  which  her  Sifter  and  Mr.  S.  who 
are  both  living,  went  to  the  Window,  faw 
the  Eagle  fitting  on  the  Bough,  and  looked 
at  it  above  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour.  It  was 
feen  alfo  by  feveral  Thoufands  of  People, 
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and  Is  fuch  a  Confirmation  of  Nixons  Pro¬ 
phecy,  that  the  Truth  of  it  is  no  where 
doubted  of  in  this  County  by  either  gentle 
or  limple.  There  is  fome  Variation  in  the 
original  Prophecy  from  what  is  mentioned 
in  your  Prophecy  about  the  Competitors  for 
the  Kingdom ;  the  Germans,  Dutch,  and 
Danes  are  to  conquer  thofe  that  bring  Fire 
and  Famine,  Plague  and  Murder  in  the  Folds 
of  their  Garment ;  and  we  can  underftand 
none  but  the  French  hy  fuch  bloody  Invaders’; 
none  but  French  Papijls  would  bring  fuch 
Deflrudtions  among  Proteftants.  As  for  the 
Miller  Peter,  he  was  born  about  the  Time 
of  the  Revolution  ;  and  Nixon  prophefied 
that  he  fhould  have  two  Heels  on  one  Foot, 
and  be  knighted ;  the  two  Heels  he  hath 
already,  but  the  Spurs  are  not  come  to  his 
Lot.  Yet,  howevpr,  the  Country  People 
in  his  Neighbourhood  have  made  a  Knight 
of  him  thefe  many  Years,  and  honeft 
Peter,  the  Miller,  is  Sir  Peter  in  every 
one’s  Mouth. 

I  mu  ft  here  cor  reft  an  Error  of  Mr. 
Addifon,  in  his  Freeholder,  who  has  not 
read  your  Prophecy  with  that  Attentioi> 
and  Regard  which  a  Thing  of  fuch  Im¬ 
portance  deferves;  for  he  gives  the  Miller 
^wo  Fhumbs,  whereas  Nixon  gives  him 
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T’^wo  Heels*  A  Mi  (lake  in  the  Text  of  a 
Prophecy  is  of  a  very  dangerous  Con- 
fequence;  and  I  doubt  not,  but  upon  this 
Notice,  in  future  Editions,  this  Error  will 
be  corredled,  and  Jullice  done  to  honeft 
Peter  the  Miller. 

•  ’  I  am^  S/r,  Tours, 

W.  E. 


FINIS. 
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